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Mechanical renaissance pioneer Gerd-R Lang revs 
the engines at Chronoswiss as it relaunches in 

the U.S. with new products, new headquarters 
and a new director in North America 

The bankers in Munich in 
the mid-1980s wore quartz 
watches. So when they re-

ceived a visit from young watch-
maker Gerd-R Lang, who had just 
founded Chronoswiss, a company 
that made old-fashioned mechani-
cal wristwatches, they unceremoni-
ously showed Herr Lang the door. 

Lang has been behind the 
times ever since. In fact, he’s 
made a point of saying in its ad-
vertisements that Chronoswiss is 
a “hundred years too slow.” Lang 
founded his brand in his home in 
1983 and has overseen its steady 
expansion ever since.

Chronoswiss just celebrated 
its twenty-fifth year of making 
mechanical timepieces, and in 
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Two 2009 Chronoswiss Timemasters:
Above is the new Timemaster Chro-
nograph Date Nighthawk and at left 
is the new Timemaster 24 Goose. 

At right is Gerd-Rudiger Lang, the 
firm’s founder, touring in a classic 
Jaguar XK120. 
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2009 Lang has much to continue 
celebrating. His firm’s new state-
of-the-art, geothermal facility 
in Munich has garnered ecstatic 
reviews from both watchmakers 
and environmentalists. In addi-
tion, the company this year rolls 
out a substantive relaunch of its 
North American distribution 
that bolsters the brand with en-
hanced service policies to meet 
the demands of Chronoswiss 
collectors—and to attract new 
customers. Chronoswiss collec-
tor-turned executive Hartmut 
Kraft heads the operation here, 
and he has revamped everything 
from marketing to customer ser-
vice. After several years in Mu-
nich with the firm, he already 

has Lang’s ear regarding product 
development, pricing and even 
repair turnaround time.      

	
Mr. Chronograph 

Needless to say, in the 1980s 
Lang didn’t require the good 
graces of those Munich bankers. 
He very quickly discovered, even 
as quartz dominated watch sales, 
that many collectors deeply ap-
preciated his penchant for me-
chanical movements—and the 
foresight that led him to amass 
a cache of mechanical calibers. 
The cache was deep enough to 
lay a solid foundation for his own 
firm that at the same time helped 
re-awaken the traditional Swiss 
watch industry. 

If you wear a mechanical 
chronograph or can peer into the 
watch’s movement through the 
crystal caseback, you can thank 
Lang for laying the groundwork 
for the ubiquity of both, which to-
day’s watch-buying public takes for 
granted. In the early 1980s Swiss 
companies were literally trashing 
their mechanical calibers, either 
by selling their tools and machines 
for scrap or by mothballing cen-
tury-old components. And none 
showed their movements through 
a clear caseback.  

Despite the development of 
automatic winding for the wrist-
watch chronograph in 1969, 
quartz offered what traditional 
watchmaking could not: very high 
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This Chronoswiss repeater is the 
world’s only wristwatch with 
quarter-hour repetition. Like all 
the firm’s hands, these “Breguet 
Conique Squelette” hands are 
unique to Chronoswiss.  
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